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The Lower Moyamensing Civic Association made several important strides as an organization in 2011. Our mission to improve the quality of life in our 

neighborhood is a multifaceted effort and all of our committees have worked hard to bring about positive change. We hired our first employees in 2011 – the 

Summer Clean & Green Team – which was made possible by a grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development. We also 

planted our 200th tree, thanks to ongoing support from the TreeVitalize program, the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, and the Philadelphia Department of Parks 

& Recreation. In 2011, we also continued to make strong connections with our sister civic organizations and City agencies, most notably through the organizing 

leading up to the fall UnLitter Us Rally, our advocacy for our local parks, and our Zoning Committee’s work. We are good members in standing of the Central South 

Philadelphia Civic Association Alliance and believe firmly in the power of teamwork. 

 

In 2011, we underscored the importance of outreach in all areas of our association’s work. In 

order for LoMo to continue to thrive and be a vital organization for generations to come, it is 

imperative that we continually make new connections and strive to engage our residents in 

new ways. We have had great success through several of our programs, including our annual 

flea markets, monthly happy hours, annual holiday decorating contest, tree outreach efforts, 

and ongoing social media initiatives. These programs have introduced us to new people; the 

challenge is then how to translate our new LoMo friends into active and engaged members. In 

the coming year, we will focus on ways to address this challenge and to build upon our 

successes. 

 

Our most momentous accomplishment in 2011 may have been the teamwork that made it 

possible to move a 200 lb. 6’ x 9’ x 9’ shed a total of 3.5 blocks, across a major intersection, 

opposing traffic. Why on earth did we do this? Well, a shed was becoming increasingly necessary for LoMo’s tool library and we were offered a free shed by one of 

our sister civic organizations. As you might imagine, this was no small feat and it required the help of many. “We managed to work around the literal and figurative 

bumps in the road,” reported one of the volunteers who helped to orchestrate this urban equivalent of a barn-raising. It might well be said that it takes a village to 

move a shed! 

 

Here’s to many more momentous LoMo accomplishments in the coming year!         

Kim Massare, President 

INTRODUCTION 
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The Outreach Committee strives to bring together neighbors—including individuals, families, new residents, long-time 
residents, neighborhood businesses and others-- to work together to improve our neighborhood and strengthen our 
community.  The Outreach Committee reaches out to new members, cultivates increased volunteerism among 
neighbors, and promotes Civic Association events and projects.  In 2011, the Outreach Committee has: 

 
 
1.  Communicated with More Residents Than Ever Before  
Our committee works hard to keep in touch with residents on a regular basis and to share helpful information and hear their 
concerns. We do this through our website and facebook page; features in the South Philly Review; colorful posters; LoMo e-
Newsletter; information tables at our public events; and hosting general meetings. Our General Meeting guest speakers in 2011 
have included representatives from SEPTA, the Philadelphia Water Department, and the City Planning Commission. 
 

 
3. Established a Popular Monthly Happy Hour at Bomb-Bomb 
Our Monthly Happy Hour, always held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at the same location, allows 
neighbors to gather informally to meet one another, share neighborhood happenings, and learn about 
upcoming events. We are pleased to report that at least one new neighbor attended each Happy Hour. 
Further, Happy Hours have allowed us an additional forum at which we can bring together neighbors and 
special guests. For example, Coucilman-Elect Mark Squilla attended a Happy Hour and talked informally with 
residents about various topics, ranging from Philadelphia sports to fighting neighborhood blight. 
 
 
4.  Organized the 3rd Annual Holiday Decorating Contest and Party 
The Committee conducted promoted the contest with door-to-door Outreach, resulting in fourteen nominated 
households.  Neighbors voted online for their favorite decorations, with the winning household receiving over 
3,000 votes. Over 6,000 votes were cast overall. Photographs of the participating homes were featured in 
both the Philadelphia Metro and the South Philly Review. Winners were awarded their prizes at our annual 
holiday party at Pizzeria Pesto. The party was attended by over 50 people. 
 
 
 

OUTREACH 
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LoMo’s Environment Committee strives to improve the physical structure and health of community through neighborhood cleanups, 
gardening projects, tree plantings, public park stewardship, promoting recycling, and public art. Through this 
work, we bring neighbors and local businesses together to promote and maintain a more sustainable, 
healthy, and beautiful environment. In 2011, the Environment Committee has:  
 
1. Planted and Cared for Over 150 Trees   
We partnered with our sister civic, EPX, on two plantings in 2011, which introduced 89 new trees to our neighborhood. In the 
summer, our Clean & Green Summer Staff & Interns, who were employed through a grant from the Pennsylvania Department of 
Community and Economic Development, completed the PHS Tree Checker inventory which assessed the health of recently 

planted trees. Our Summer Clean & Green Team also regularly watered and mulched neighborhood trees. Our Committee also 
connected with the City of Philadelphia’s Tree Philly Campaign Manager to assist in compiling an inventory of all empty tree pits 
in our neighborhood. The City will be reaching out to these property owners to offer a free tree.  
 
2. Taken Our Cleanup Efforts to the Next Level 
In 2011, in addition to participating in the annual Philly Spring Cleanup and supporting several other block cleanups through the 
year, LoMo was selected by Ready, Willing, and Able to receive free weekly cleanups in a focused section of our neighborhood. 
We have decreased cigarette butt litter thanks to a supplies grant from Keep Philadelphia Beautiful. We also partnered with the 
Streets Department, LevLane PR firm, South Philadelphia High School, the South Philly Review, and several local civic 
associations to organize a fall UnLitter Us Rally & Cleanup, which yielded a contacts list of residents interested in maintaining a 
Litter-Free Zone and a strong commitment by all involved groups to continue to work together to address this problem. 

 
3.   Loved Our Local Green Spaces: Parks & Gardens 
Through a grant from the Passyunk Avenue Revitalization Corporation, we were able to hire a professional landscape designer 
who helped us maintain LoMo’s three gardens: the Gas Station Garden, Tree Street Garden, and South Philly High orchard. 
New plants were added to the garden palettes and volunteer maintenance sessions were organized. We are also actively 
involved with the Friends groups at two of our public local parks, including Mifflin Square at 6th & Wolf Streets and Marconi Plaza 
and Broad Street & Oregon Avenue. Continuous efforts are put forth to promote positive use of the parks, keep them clean and 
safe, encourage attendance at park events and programs, and to build a broad base of support for these public spaces by 
working in partnership with the Philadelphia Department of Parks & Recreation, as well as other community groups. In 2011, 
LoMo’s Environment Committee sponsored a Movie Night and a free summer fitness program in Mifflin Square Park, and also 
supported Love Your Park beautification projects in both parks. 
 
4. Promoted Recycling 
In 2011, we launched a new Community Composting Program, which allows residents to turn their kitchen scraps into beneficial 
organic materials, and have distributed recycling bins and signed up over 25 new residents for the Philly Recycling Rewards 
Program. We also partner with several neighboring civic associations to organize an annual TreeCycling fundraiser event in January, 
which turns Christmas trees into mulch that is used in local parks. Proceeds are distributed amongst participating civic associations. 
 

ENVIRONMENT  
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LoMo’s Zoning Committee facilitates community meetings that address variances and general zoning and planning 
decisions that impact our neighborhood. Last year was a busy year for the Committee:   
 
1. In 2011, the Committee reviewed 10 requests for variances that were 

brought to the Zoning Board of Adjustments. Of the 10, the ZBA sided 
with LoMo 70 percent of the time.  

 
2. Over 175 reports were filed with the 3-1-1 System. These reports 

address quality of life issues such as graffiti, clogged sewer drains, short 
dumping, and potholes. 

 
3. Hosted the 1st Annual Sign & Design Forum in partnership with 

Scenic Philadelphia (formally S.C.R.U.B.), the Community Design 
Collaborative, and the Department of Licenses and Inspections.  This 
forum lead to the creation of a comprehensive yet easy to understand 
packet of information that addresses the rules and regulations regarding 
signage. 

 
 

 
Renewed interest in public safety has re-launched this Committee, which became active again in November of 2011 after 
several months of inactivity. A new Chair for the Public Safety Committee will be organizing monthly Town Watch Walks and 
attending meetings with Police representatives. 

 
 
 
 

ZONING 

 PUBLIC SAFETY 
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The Lower Moyamensing Civic Association is committed to improving the quality of life in the community and it is the belief of the 
Education Committee that neighborhood schools are a cornerstone of a strong community.  As more and more young families move 
into the LoMo neighborhood, the demand for educational opportunities continues to increase.  The Education Committee strives to be 
a link between families and schools and provide community resources to schools in an effort to support and cultivate top-notch 
schools in LoMo.  In 2011 the Education Committee: 
 
1. Provided Helpful Information to Residents about Philadelphia Schools 
Navigating the School District of Philadelphia policies and procedures and the many school choices available to families in 2011 can 
be daunting and difficult.  The Education Committee provided accurate and critical information in person and via email/online all year 
long regarding access to schools, including open houses, procedures for registration and transfers to schools, and more. 
 
2. Contact and Connection with Principals 
Constant communication with school principals is necessary to both understand the needs of a school and determine effective ways 
that the Committee, civic association, and greater community can support those needs.  In 2011 members of the civic association 
communicated with the principals of all schools in LoMo's boundaries and several meetings were held with Principal Hackney of 
South Philadelphia High School.   
 
3. 2nd annual Teacher Appreciation Day Gift 
The Education Committee partnered with Lowes Home Improvement Store, Los Gallos Taqueria, and Johnnie's Restaurant to provide 
seed packets and gift certificates to 350 teachers and school staff at Epiphany of Our Lord School, Jenks Elementary School, Key 
Elementary School, Philadelphia Performing Arts Charter School, and South Philadelphia High School. 

 
 
 

EDUCATION 
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INCOME:  
 
$16,000 Earmarked Grants 
$8,345 Fundraising Events & Donations (Unrestricted) 
---------------------- 
$24,345 TOTAL 

 
DONORS: 
Jennifer Bing 
Karen DiLossi  
Travis Drake & Lisa Bruemmer  
Allison Dutton & Joe Boruchow  
Frank & Stephanie Baldino 
Teresa Jack  
Ashley Lomery & Kevin Lisiewski 
Kim Massare 
Colleen McDonough 
Sara Merriman 
Johanna Noonan 
Matt Rankin 
Rachel Reilly 
Meg Retz 
Steve Taylor 
 

2011 FINANCES 

IN-KIND DONATIONS: 
Acme 
America the Beautiful 
Big Dan’s Deli 
Bomb-Bomb BBQ Grill & Restaurant 
CVS 
East Passyunk Crossing Civic Association 
Farm51 
Frangelli’s 
John Paul Salon 
Johnnie’s Restaurant 
KIND Bars 
Los Gallos Taqueria 
Lowes South Philadelphia (Store #1849) 
Matteo’s 
Pathmark 
Philadelphia Streets Department 
Ready, Willing & Able 
ShopRite 
South Street Philly Bagels 
Starbucks 
Trader Joe’s 
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Cambodian Association of Greater Philadelphia 
City Year 
Community Design Collaborative 
East Passyunk Crossing Civic Association 
Epiphany Church & School 
Friends of Marconi Plaza 
Friends of Mifflin Square 
Fumo Family Library 
State Senator Larry Farnese 
The Food Trust 
Keep Philadelphia Beautiful 
La Salle Non-Profit Center 
Marconi Area Residents Community Organization 
Methodist Hospital Foundation 
Newbold Civic Association 
Newbold Neighbors 
Passyunk Avenue Revitalization Corporation 
Passyunk Square Civic Association 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 
Philadelphia Department of Parks & Recreation 
Philadelphia Streets Department 
Philadelphia Tree Philly Campaign 
Philadelphia Water Department 
Ready, Willing & Able 
SCRUB 
South Broad Street Neighborhood Association 
South Philadelphia Communities Civic Association 
South Philadelphia High School 
South Philadelphia Review 
Southeast Philadelphia Collaborative 
Councilman Mark Squilla 
TreeVitalize 

CIVIC PARTNERS 



 9 

 

 
BOARD MEMBERS 
 
President: Kim Massare 
Vice President: Todd Schwartz  
Secretary: William Shuey  
Treasurer: Colleen McDonough  
Executive At-Large: Rachel Reilly  
At-Large: Teresa Anne Jack, Matt Rankin, Meg Retz, Robert Salvin, Steve Taylor 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 
Outreach: Meg Retz  
Environment: Rachel Reilly and Steve Taylor  
Education: Teresa Ann Jack  
Finance & Fundraising: Colleen McDonough  
Public Safety: Sarah Slawski  
Zoning: Todd Schwartz 
 
 
 

Website: www.lomophilly.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/lomoca 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/LoMoPhilly 
Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/39092597@N03 

COMPOSITION & CONTACT 


