
Smoke-Free Parks – April 2014 
 
 

1. What is the new smoke-free parks policy? 

 At the direction of a Mayoral executive order, Philadelphia Parks & Recreation (PPR)—in conjunction 
with the Philadelphia Department of Public Health (PDPH)—recently enacted a policy making all PPR 
property smoke-free. The policy goes into effect on April 29, 2014. 
 

 This policy applies to all City parks, including 100+ neighborhood parks and watershed parks like 
Fairmount Park, Pennypack Park, and the Wissahickon Valley.  

 

 Smoking of cigarettes, cigars, little cigars, pipes, hookah, and other tobacco products is prohibited in all 
indoor and outdoor parks spaces. For outdoor spaces, the policy does not apply to e-cigarettes. 

 

 The policy builds on the 2011 Mayoral executive order that made all City recreation centers, 
playgrounds, and pools smoke-free. 

 
2. What are the benefits of smoke-free parks? 

 Protecting the environment. Cigarette butts are the most polluted item in the world, and they can take 
over a decade to bio-degrade. Chemicals from tobacco products can be ingested by wildlife and leach 
into water sources, endangering the local eco-system. Smoke-free policies can also decrease the risk of 
forest fires. 
 

 Protecting kids and adults from secondhand smoke (SHS). There is no safe level of SHS, which contains 
over 7,000 chemicals—70 of which are known to cause cancer. 
 

 Motivating smokers to quit. Smoke-free policies encourage smokers to cut back on smoking and make 
additional attempts to quit. Children and teens are also less likely to start smoking if they live, learn, 
and play in smoke-free environments. 

 
3. How will this policy be enforced? 

 Patrons and staff must know about the policy to encourage compliance. The goal of the policy is to 
reset expectations about smoking in parks and reduce smoking and cigarette butt pollution over time. 
 

 PPR and PDPH will launch a media campaign on radio and public transit from April-June 2014 to 
educate Philadelphians about the new policy. The tag line is, “No butts about it.” 
 

 PPR will add information about the smoke-free policy to the PPR website and park signage.  All permits 
issued for the use of park and recreation spaces will include language regarding the smoke-free policy. 
 

 PPR and PDPH will educate its entire network of alliance groups, advisory councils, and supporters and 
will highlight the policy at events this spring/summer. 

 
4. How can I get help with quitting? 

 For free counseling and free nicotine patches, gum, or lozenges, call 1-800-QUIT-NOW or visit 
www.smokefreephilly.org.  

 

To request an educational session about the policy or for questions, email smokefreeparks@phila.gov or 

call 215-685-5357. 
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