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OUTREACH 

The Outreach Committee strives to bring together neighbors—including individuals, families, new residents, long-time residents, 
neighborhood businesses and others—to work together to improve our neighborhood and strengthen our community. In 2013, the 
Outreach Committee has:  

Hosted Community Meetings Featuring Guest Speakers 
During 2013, the Outreach Committee hosted three Community Meetings that included guest speakers 
from local government and non-profit organizations.  

Continued Monthly Happy Hours 
We also hosted two monthly neighborhood Happy Hours at Bomb Bomb BBQ Grill & Restaurant, a 
neighborhood business, providing an informal setting for neighbors to meet neighbors and ask 
questions about our neighborhood. In addition, we also co-hosted LoMo’s first annual fundraiser night 
at Stogie Joe’s Bar and Restaurant and the first annual LoMo Spirit Night at Rita’s Water Ice on Broad 
and Jackson Street. 

Kept Neighbors Informed 
We worked hard to communicate with our community using a variety of forums, from posting signs 
about upcoming events at local businesses and sending monthly e-newsletters, to providing 
information to our 1100+ connections on Facebook and Twitter. 

Worked with The Food Trust to Relocate Our Weekly Summer Farmers’ Market 

Organized Fifth Annual Holiday Decorating Contest and Party 
The Outreach Committee, with help from LoMo's Board of Directors and other volunteers, organized 
our annual holiday decorating contest, in which approximately 20 households participated as 
contestants and over 200 households cast votes. We congratulated our winners at LoMo's annual 
Holiday Party. 
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ENVIRONMENT 

LoMo’s Environment Committee had an extremely active year in 2013.  As in the past, it continues to improve the physical structure 
and health of community through neighborhood cleanups, gardening projects, tree plantings, public park stewardship, promoting 
recycling, and public art. Through this work, we bring neighbors 

and local businesses together to promote and maintain a more sustainable, healthy, and beautiful environment. In 2013, the 
Environment Committee has: 

Promoted Tree Plantings and Cared for Neighborhood Trees 
We successfully transitioned from semi-annual tree plantings to tree-care days, so that volunteers can focus 
on ensuring a long, healthy life for trees in our neighborhood. We are now implementing a large-scale 
outreach effort to residents to fill empty tree pits through a partnership with the Parks and Recreation 
Department’s Tree Philly program.  This program enables residents to receive more well-established trees 
that come with a warranty. 

Continued the Trash Think Tank 
Building upon the collaborative UnLitter Us campaign, we worked with other South Philly civic associations 
and the Streets Department to determine the best way to rid our neighborhood and trash and debris (beyond 
traditional cleanup methods). 

Supported Parks and Community Gardens 
We organized four volunteer days to maintain the Gas Station Garden at 11th & Snyder and the Tree Street 
Garden at 11th & Tree. We previously negotiated with the owner of Lukoil Gas Station to install a trash can in the vicinity of the garden as 
well as working with the owners to help maintain and beautify the garden.  Also, we continued partnerships with the Friends of Marconi 
Plaza and the Friends of Mifflin Square Park by assisting with several public events for Love Your Park (spring and fall). 
We are also proud to have formed a collaboration with the South Philadelphia High School where we trained and 
supported student interns with cultivating a community garden on the West grounds of the High School.  LoMo and the 
Interns have worked vigorously from May to October tending the garden and bringing the vegetables to the marketplace 
for all the community to enjoy. 

Organized Our Shed 
Volunteers reorganized the shed, making it easier to access our tools and equipment for our regular events. 

Supported Christmas Tree Recycling at Two Locations 
Neighborhood residents were given the opportunity to responsibly recycle their Christmas trees and have them turned 
into woodchips. We partnered with other local organizations to support events at both Columbus Square Park and 
Marconi Plaza. 
 
And of Course: CLEANUPS. 
Yep, we did them.  In additional to the annual Philly Spring Cleanup we continually encourage our neighbors to support 
and organize local cleanups.  Every day is a cleanup day in LoMo. 
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ZONING 

As required by the City Charter, an applicant requesting a variance or a special exemption must consult with the designated 
Registered Community Organization (RCO) before appearing before the Zoning Board of Adjustments (ZBA).  LoMo’s Zoning 
Committee facilitates community meetings that address variances and general zoning and 
planning decisions that impact our neighborhood. In 2013, the Zoning Committee has: 

Who we are Members of the Zoning Committee? 
We are first and volunteers with an interest in zoning and the planning process.  We are lawyers, city 
planners, and people with a general interest in the zoning process and how it impacts the quality of life in 
LoMO. Most importantly, we are your neighborhood LoMo volunteers. 
 
Organized Monthly Meetings 
Our Zoning & Planning committee convened monthly meetings at the Fumo Family Library as a forum to allow 
community members to provide direct neighborhood input into this important civic decision-making process.  
The zoning community also hosted a special question and answer session regarding the proposed conversion 
of the vacant Brush Factory (12th and Jackson) to market rate apartments (application for zoning is pending). 

Provided a Voice for Our Neighborhood on Zoning Matters 
In 2013, LoMo’s Zoning & Planning Committee submitted 10 recommendations to the Philadelphia Zoning 
Board of Adjustment regarding proposed variances. 

Filed an Appeal to Represent Our Community’s Interests 
We also submitted an appeal to the Court of Common Pleas regarding a proposed conversion from a single family residence to a multi-
family residence, which was approved by the Zoning Board of Adjustments although it was opposed by the majority of our neighborhood 
residents. Unfortunately, the Court of Common Pleas denied our appeal; however, the neighborhood knows that LoMo will aggressively 
fight for what we believe is the right thing to do! 
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PUBLIC SAFETY/POLICE DISTRICT ADVISORY COUNCIL/3-1-1 
NEIGHBORHOOD LIASON 

 

LoMo’s Public Safety Committee is an additional support network that empowers residents to maintain the safety of our 
community. LoMo has a monthly representative at the 3rd Police District monthly Advisory Council Meetings and has met twice 
with the staff of Focused Deterrence, an anti-gun violence strategy of the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Public Safety. In 
addition, members of LoMo are considered a “super user” by the 3-1-1 system administration and has been featured in the 
Philadelphia Inquirer and a member (Al Girard) was featured in a public service announcement regarding the 3-1-1 program.  
Below is some of our work: 

 

Nature of Complaint Number of complaints 

Rubbish/Illegal Dumping 26 

Permits/Zoning 15 

Pothole/Paving 7 

Dangerous Sidewalk 6 

Graffiti 20 

Residential Maintenance 18 

Sanitation Violation 9 

Abandoned Auto 3 

Commercial Maintenance 3 

Miscellaneous 14 

 



6 

 

EDUCATION 

The Lower Moyamensing Civic Association is committed to improving the quality of life in the community and it is the belief of the 
Education Committee that neighborhood schools are a cornerstone of a strong community. As more and more young families move 
into our neighborhood, the demand for educational opportunities continues to increase. The Education Committee strives to be a link 
between families and schools and provide community resources to schools in an effort to support and cultivate top-notch schools in 
LoMo. In 2013 the Education Committee: 

Building a Local Schools Network 
Established regular lines of communication between LoMo’s Education Committee and staff 
of several local schools, including A.S. Jenks Elementary, F.S. Key Elementary, Philadelphia 
Performing Arts Charter School, and South Philadelphia High School. Education Chair Terry 
Jack also participated in first South Philadelphia Education Forum as a panel member. 

   Community Liaison during New School Transition Process 
Provided a liaison between Philadelphia Performing Arts Charter School administration, 
parents, and community members to facilitate opening of a new school building within LoMo’s 
boundaries. 
 
Actively supporting the Literary Enrichment Program and other enrichment 
opportunities at the Fumo Family Library. 
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SPECIAL INITIATIVE – SOUTH PHILLY HIGH GARDENS 

 
SPHS Gardens Coordinator Hired / Over $14,000 Raised to Support Program 
Through a grant from Bank of America, we were able to create a local job opportunity and hire a part-time South Philly High Gardens 
Coordinator who works with teachers and students at our local high school to build and maintain food-producing gardens and integrate 
them into classroom curricula. The coordinator also serves as a link between the school, the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society and our 
community, and has created a Facebook page to share what’s ‘growing on’ in the SPHS gardens. We also received grants from Philly 
Stake and Recyclebank to support this program. 

Created Two Gardens 
In the past year, two vacant areas in the school's parking lot have been enhanced and transformed into beautiful, productive spaces that 
demonstrate organic gardening practices and have yielded over 140 lbs. of fresh produce, which has been shared with our local 
community and also used in the classrooms. A community composting program was also 
launched, which has created a way for 15 local families to divert their household’s organic 
waste from the landfill. 

Garden-Based Lessons Integrated into SPHS Curriculum 
The gardens have enhanced the school’s Culinary Arts curriculum and student-grown 
produce is now a unique feature of their classroom experience. Lesson topics have 
included nutrition, harvesting and cooking with seasonal ingredients, the farm-to-table 
movement, and organic gardening practices. Studentsalso market and operate an in-school 
farm stand. Additional garden-based lessons have been integrated into the following SPHS 
departments: Biology, Math, Autistic Support, English as a Second Language and also the 
school's Head Start Program. 

Sold School-Grown Produce at Neighborhood Farmers’ Market 
The Food Trust offered the SPHS Gardens a free space at our weekly local farm stand at 
Broad & Snyder Market, which has enabled LoMo to make fresh, local produce available at 
affordable prices to our community. Farm stand sales raised over $700 to support the 
program. Bulk produce was also sold to a Philly-based gourmet ice cream company and 
extra produce has been donated to local residents in need. 
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 Fundraising 

Organized Popular Semi-Annual Flea Markets 

Both the spring and fall flea markets sold over 50 spaces to vendors from our community and the greater Philadelphia area. The spring flea 

market grossed $1,600 and the fall raised $2,000, thanks to our sponsor Gen3. The fall market entertained the crowd with local musicians.. Both 

events consistently prove to be good outreach tools for LoMo because of the number of customers from our community and the allure of free 

recycling bins. 

Sought and Received over $35,500 in Grants 

In 2013, LoMo in coordination with South Philadelphia High School, launched a major, multi-year project to green the school campus including an 

extensive roof-top garden as well as ground water recovery and variable use public spaces. Utilizing the non-profit crowd-funding site Projexity 

over $25,000 was raised. These funds were used to hire RoofMeadow to develop a plan for the project and also to fund our garden coordinator 

who is the project lead for LoMo. Late 2013 we applied for a PWD grant of $250,000 for the installation of a water supply system. This was 

granted in early 2014. 

The scope of this project requires that we transfer active management to a larger, full-time organization. At the end of 2013 we were working on 

transitioning active management from our control. 

Grant applications were submitted and grants were received from the City of Philadelphia’s Activities Fund Office, Whole Foods Grant, and Stake 

Philly. 

Cash –On-Hand FYE 2013: 

$14,500 Restricted Funds 

$ 5,327 Fundraising Events & Donations (Unrestricted)        

$19,827 TOTAL    

INCOME: 

$14,500 Earmarked Grants 

$5,327 Fundraising Events & Donations (Unrestricted)  

$19,827 TOTAL 
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CIVIC PARTNERS 

Cambodian Association of Greater Philadelphia, City Year, Community Design Collaborative, East Passyunk Crossing Civic 
Association, Epiphany Church & School, Friends of Marconi Plaza, Friends of Mifflin Square, Fumo Family Library, State Senator 
Larry Farnese, The Food Trust, Keep Philadelphia Beautiful, La Salle Non-Profit Center, Marconi Area Residents Community 
Organization, Methodist Hospital Foundation, Newbold Civic Association, Newbold Neighbors, Passyunk Avenue Revitalization 
Corporation, Passyunk Square Civic Association, Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, Philadelphia Department of Parks & Recreation, 
Philadelphia Streets Department, Philadelphia Tree Philly Campaign, Philadelphia Water Department, Ready, Willing & Able, Scenic 
Philadelphia, South Broad Street Neighborhood Association, South Philadelphia Communities Civic Association, South Philadelphia 
High School, South Philadelphia Review, Southeast Philadelphia Collaborative, Councilman Mark Squilla, TreePhilly 

COMPOSITION & CONTACT2013 BOARD MEMBERS 

President: Kim Massare 

Vice President: Todd Schwartz 
Secretary: Steve Taylor 
Treasurer: Colleen McDonough 

At-Large: AnneMarie Fasulo, Teresa Anne Jack, Matt Rankin, Robert Salvin 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 
Outreach: Kim Massare & Meg Retz 

Environment: AnneMarie Fasulo & Sara Hall 
Education: Teresa Ann Jack 

Finance & Fundraising: Colleen McDonough & Al Girard 

Public Safety: Al Girard 
Zoning: Todd Schwartz 
 

Website: www.lomophilly.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/lomoca 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/LoMoPhilly 

Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/39092597@N03 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/39092597@N03

